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Have you the technology ?
This is the QR code link to our parish website.

Our Church is now open for worship on Sundays at 10.30am
Wednesdays at 10am and for private prayer 2-3pm.

Dear friends,
Your church needs you! I write to you after our Stewardship month, in the time
of Lent as we reflect on our relationship with God and what it means to
sacrificially follow Christ. I am conscious that a couple of weeks will pass between
now and when you read this, but the message will still be the same: your church
needs you.
For St Hilda’s to continue we need to be active in using our gifts. In his sermon on
the last week of the month Richard said, “If the tradition of St Hilda’s is going to
continue, we really need to start this process of rebuilding now. The
responsibility lies with us all… Yes it is true that people are needed to help with
the running of the church but the more important reason why I really encourage
you to have a look, and think, and pray, about those opportunities to serve is
that God has entrusted within everyone here, gifts to use for the building up of
God’s Kingdom. Our gifts are given to us in order meant to be used. And only
when we use them, do we too feel that sense of fulfillment.”
We all have gifts and talents that God had given us. The life of community
flourishes when we use of gifts together, giving and receiving from each other.
Your church is part of this community and needs you to use your gifts to continue
to flourish. Richard was encouraging us not be fearful in using our gifts but to
offer them in God in faith that we will enjoy serving. Using our gifts is mutually
beneficial for ourselves and our community.
Your church also needs money. We are still managing a significant deficit which is
unsustainable. Although we have stripped back whatever we can however the
impact of soaring energy prices and the desperate need to update our heating
system means that if we carry our current trend, we will be in serious financial
trouble in just a few years time. This is not a scare tactic but a reality check. Our
beautiful buildings cost a lot of keep warm, safe and welcoming. What we use for
worship and mission costs money. I know many of you give already and can’t give
any more. If you can think about giving to the church I’d invite you to prayerfully
consider it. And if you’re someone who shops online have you downloaded the
easy fundraising tool and selected St Hilda’s? It collects donations for the church
on many purchases including Esty, Ethical Superstore and John Lewis. Do talk to
me or Terry if you’d like to know more.
Your church needs you to pray. I invite all of us to ask for God’s direction for the
future, particularly giving wisdom and discernment to those who make decisions
about the church’s finances and missional priorities. Can you commit to praying
for the church regularly?
(Continued over page)
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Your church needs you! I’ve included what’s been in the pewsheet for the past
few weeks for you to prayerfully consider.
ST HILDA’S MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES
Every ministry at St Hilda’s is valuable to the life of the church. Below is a list of
most of the things that happen at St Hilda’s. We’ve highlighted areas where there
are particular needs and vacancies. The other ministries listed are always open to
others getting involved.
Basic Safeguarding training is mandatory, and for any that involve substantial
contact with children, young people or vulnerable adults, Foundations
Safeguarding training is also required. For leaders and deputy leaders of church
activities for children, young people or vulnerable adults, an enhanced Disclosure
and Barring Service (DBS) check will be needed and the Raising Awareness of
Domestic Abuse Safeguarding training is recommended.
If you feel open to explore any of these roles, including those not listed with
vacancies, please speak to Jenni or Richard. You will be guided through the
requirements in taking up any new role and supported along the way.
Thank you for all you are currently doing to support the life of the church and for
consideration of any other ministries.
GOVERNANCE AND SITE MANAGEMENT
PCC
Vacancies: Church warden (x2), Deanery Synod Member (x2), PCC members (x2)
MINISTRY & PASTORAL TEAM
If you feel God may be calling you to some form of licensed ministry Jenni would
love to talk to you.
FINANCE
Vacancies: Treasurer in training
ECO CHURCH
Vacancies: Group chair(s) and members
GARDENING AND CLEANING, BRASS AND SILVER POLISHING, MONEY
COUNTERS AND BANKERS, FLOWER ARRANGING, SITE MAINTENANCE,
SAFEGUARDING, PARISH MAGAZINE, ADMINISTRATION, SOCIAL MEDIA
SUNDAY WORSHIP
MUSICIANS AND CHOIR
FAMILY SERVICE TEAM
Vacancies: team members
DUTY WARDENS, SIDESPERSONS, SOUND DESK, SERVERS, PRAYER MINISTRY,
BIBLE READERS, INTERCESSORS, PREACHERS, TEA AND COFFEE TEAM
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MISSIONAL ACTIVITIES
CAMEO, LITTLE FISH, MUDDY CHURCH, GIRL GUIDING, TABLE TENNIS CLUB,
OPEN CHURCH, PRAYING
Vacancies for helpers in Muddy Church, Little Fish and Open Church.
SCHOOLS AND OCCASIONAL OFFICES
BAPTISMS
Vacancies: Baptism visitors
BEREAVEMENT
Vacancies: team needed
SCHOOL VISITS
Vacancies: team needed
WEDDINGS, FUNERALS, VERGERS
DISCIPLESHIP
HOT POTATO (DISCUSSING DIFFICULT TOPICS)
Vacancies: coordinator
YOUTH GROUP, LENT COURSE, LIVING IN LOVE AND FAITH
CHARITY, FUNDRAISING AND SOCIAL
HARVEST SUPPER, THREE SHIRES FESTIVAL, CONCERTS, CHILDREN’S SOCIETY,
MISSION TO THE SEAFARERS, CHRISTIAN AID, MALAWI LINK, RAMBLERS
“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”
1 Corinthians 12:27

BOOK OF THE MONTH
In the style of her best-selling Phoebe, Paula
Gooder uses her extensive biblical expertise to
retell the events of the Crucifixion, Resurrection
and Ascension through the eyes of nine female
characters she imagines accompanying Jesus
during these momentous days. Accompanied by
nine colour illustrations, each story brings to life
the tension, drama and shock of the events of
Holy Week, banishing any over-familiarity and
helping readers enter into the Passion narrative
in a deeper, more meaningful way. Originally
given as a series of addresses at Southward
Cathedral during Holy Week 2021, these nine
stories are for all who long to encounter Jesus
afresh through the Easter Story.
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PCC REPORT
The March 3rd PCC meeting began different to the “norm” in two ways: firstly we
were in-person and not on Zoom; and secondly, because we were joined by Abbi
Wells from the Birmingham diocese to help us as we reflect on the future. This
was Abbi’s second visit to the PCC; in the first, she helped us think through what
was important to us as a Church; in this visit, she asked us about everything that
was currently happening in Church life – and then we were asked to match them
up.
The initial categories of what was important included: Care; Children and young
people; Creation; Music; Being at the centre of the community; Welcome and
inclusiveness; and Encouraging the gifts of others.
Into these categories (with some overlap) were placed what we are currently
doing: Sunday morning services with tea and coffee; Wednesday morning services;
Baptisms, weddings and funerals; Prayer ministry; Seasonal services; Open church
on Wednesdays; CAMEO; Little Fish with St Hilda’s; Guiding (including Rainbows,
Brownies and Rangers);Table tennis club; Youth Group; Muddy church; Pancake
party and Harvest supper; Christmas concerts; Advent and Lent courses; Schools
visits; PCC including heating, safeguarding and social media; Gardening working
party; Choir; Parish rambles; and Three Shires Festival.
The PCC reflected that there was a lot going on for the amount of people we have
available to manage it all; it seems the effect of Covid upon Church and our
current shape, was becoming clearer. Music was the biggest loss; Safeguarding
and administration (particularly of the building) were the greatest use of time and
energy. There is still some thinking to be done on this and the voice and opinions
of the congregation will prove vital in informing that thinking – so look out for
developments.
The remainder of the PCC saw a return to the normal kinds of issues of Church
governance. The dissolution of St Mark’s Parish Londonderry was formally
recognised and so our parish has grown to incorporate an area once belonging to
St Marks and has therefore altered the electoral roll (which states how many of
the congregation live in or outside the parish), meaning that Liz Farrier, who was
confirmed as new electoral officer, will be monitoring this new information.
A new CCTV policy was discussed and accepted as were the updated Safeguarding
policies and attributed posters. The reintroduction of choir needed to be classified
as a Church Activity (Safeguarding speak for a categorisation to which certain
processes must apply); and table-tennis club is to be re-classified as a Church
Activity. It had been identified that one area the PCC needs to bring up to date
was the Health and Safety Policy so this will be done for a future meeting.
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PCC continues to grapple with the challenging financial position of the Church.
Terry gave his latest update. As you may have read in a previous edition, the
Church is certainly not broke, but is spending more than it is generating –
added to this are impending energy price rises. PCC had made a commitment
to use greener energy and so different options were discussed. Getting the
right deal will take careful timing in the current, and future, uncertain and
unstable climate, so it was decided that when the time seemed most
favourable, members acting on behalf of the PCC would make the crucial
decision of who keeps us supplied.
An update on the “Fabric” (issues relating to the buildings and site) included
confirmation of the rail being erected by the Church Hall steps; book shelves
fitted in the choir vestry; and a quotation was imminent for the cabinet for the
sound desk (once that is fitted, we can consider a longer and unsupervised
Open Church. A grant has been secured to ‘do-up’ the Church Hall; heating
and Wi-Fi are still works-in-progress.
PCC has received a request to investigate whether it was possible to install and
electric car charging point somewhere on the site. The discussion considered
that it could certainly be of a benefit to the community and make a statement
on St Hilda’s’ belief in ‘greener’ energy; but there is a lot to think through. If
you have any opinions or experience of what might be involved, do seek out a
PCC member to chat to.
And finally, if you would like to learn more about the privilege and
responsibilities of being on the PCC, or if you feel you have an interest or
gifting in one of the areas related to church governance, do feel free to ask
one of us – don’t worry, you won’t be immediately press-ganged, all enquires
will be confidential.
Richard Haynes

WELL DONE!
Several years ago, a notice appeared on the choir vestry notice board of a
church in Hampshire, after a Holy Week performance of Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’.
The choirmaster wrote “The Crucifixion – well done, everyone!’
Later that day, someone had added, ‘The Resurrection – well done, God!
'Our founder, Jesus Christ, was of course, not white, middle class and British he certainly wouldn't have got a visa unless we were particularly short of
carpenters.' Justin Welby
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Sermon preached on Nehemiah 3 & Matthew 25: 14-30 on 27 February by
Richard Haynes
A paradox
When I began writing this sermon on Thursday morning, I was acutely aware that
there was a paradox of events taking place. On one side, legal restrictions put in
place log ago to protect us from Covid19, had been removed in much of our
country. The pandemic has caused much death, division and destruction in our
society. This removal of legal restrictions felt like a significant step in the
reshaping of our society, following. We are encouraged now to begin rebuilding
for a better future.
However in Eastern Europe, a new crisis was beginning to take shape as the
Russian military launched an invasion into Ukraine. A new period of death,
division and destruction has begun for many in a different but equally terrifying
way. The foreseeable future for the people of Ukraine, Russia and all Europe is
very uncertain and worrying. We pray and hope for the time to come when,
following the inevitable war and destruction, peace and rebuilding will come to
Ukraine. As Christians, prayer and hope are core to our faith. As we look back at
our ancestors in the faith, and in the recent history of our own Church, we realise
that many challenges have come our way, and have often wreaked havoc. There
has been much that has caused destruction. But among the gifts that faith instils
in us are resilience and the strength and commitment to rebuild and come back
from tough times.
Rebuilding
We see this in the book of Nehemiah. The version we used today is adapted
from chapter 3 of the book which tells us how the Israelites went about
rebuilding their society following the exile into Babylon. Jerusalem had been
virtually destroyed by the might of a foreign power; the people had been taken
in exile in another land far away; but eventually, a remnant had returned. They
had survived one of the worst times in their history. Despite desperate
circumstances, they had looked to their faith which enabled them to cling on to
hope. And they had a job to do; so they set about the huge task of rebuilding.
What today’s adapted reading does, is lift out of the original Scripture the
togetherness, commitment and inclusiveness of the people of Jerusalem. All
contributed; Everyone joined in; We repaired, We rebuilt. The responsibility and
privilege wasn’t left only to the professionals or the experts; they all got stuck in.
And what comes from the text is not only their success but that they felt a great
sense of fulfilment in at the result because God had saved them from exile,
called them to rebuild; equipped them for the task, and rejoiced within them
when they achieved it. It was hard work, and it certainly wasn’t the end to all
their problems, but the greatest sense of fulfilment often comes when big
challenges are overcome, and overcome together.
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St Hilda’s As our society has begun and continues to rebuild following the worst
of the pandemic, one phrase I have kept hearing is “getting back to normal” –
and its one I have never liked. Firstly, I have said on many occasions, normal, got
the world into the mess in the first place; but secondly, we cannot go back to
how things were because too much has changed. As we look around our Church,
after these last two years, we are not quite a remnant, but certainly reduced
from where we were. Sadly many are no longer with us; many have just got out
of the habit of coming; and many of the ways in which we once offered ourselves
have not been possible. But things have changed and the time for rebuilding is
very much here. Many of those who held responsibility previously are not about
or have moved on, or are coming to the end of their seasons of service.
And there is nothing unusual about this; this is natural way of things especially in
the Church tradition – the word tradition itself actually means handing on or
handing over. Tradition is reliant on others coming forward to accept the
responsibility that is being passed on. It may involve hard work, sacrifice and risk
but it is a great privilege which brings fulfilment.
If the tradition of St Hilda’s is going to continue, we really need to start this
process afresh of rebuilding. The responsibility lies with us all. I just invite you
now to have a look in the pew sheet at the opportunities to serve St Hilda’s. The
reality is that in just a few weeks’ time, we won’t have any Church Wardens; this
time next year I myself will be preparing to leave St Hilda’s; and not having an
administrator for so long has created a number of challenges for the Church.
Although it is true that people are needed to help with the sustainable running of
the church but the more important reason why I really encourage you to have a
look, and think, and pray, about those opportunities to serve is that God has
entrusted within everyone here, gifts to use for the building up of God’s
Kingdom. Our gifts are given to us in order to be used. And only when we use
them, do we too feel that sense of fulfilment. Gifts are given not just to get us to
do something but to be someone.
Jesus illustrated something of this in one of his most perplexing and provocative
parables.
The Parable of the Talents (coins)
There are many different theories of interpreting the parable that Jesus told
about the three slaves and for me, none of them make complete sense! It seems
that the real meaning, if there indeed is one, lies in our own individual and
unique response. But traditionally it can be interpreted as the third slave being
reprimanded because he hasn’t used his gold or talent to serve his master as he
should have.
(CONCLUDED OVER PAGE)
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Therefore, the moral is that we should use our gifts that God has entrusted us
with to build for the Kingdom. That is probably far too simple.
What really intrigues me though is the motivation of the third slave, why does
he hide his money? Basically it is because of fear. Fear of risk and failure. Fear
is a powerful motivator of inaction and a blocker to creativity and fulfilment.
Fear creates chains to hold us back. His fear drove him to keep the talent
hidden, kept away from the risk of failure or chance of growth.
How much does the risk and fear of failure prevent us from saying yes to things?
What are we worried about losing by not burying our talent and instead using
it? Our time, our energy? For those in the parable that did say yes, they
flourished and were fulfilled.
Also, simply trying to preserve his gold and hope it would still be the same when
things got back to normal didn’t work. Too much had changed. You cannot
preserve the past. What worked then, isn’t always fit for purpose now!
Future
So how we rebuild for the future is very much about whether we liberate and
use our gifts and how we all work together. And for any Church that bears the
name of St Hilda – that women who identified gifts and encouraged people to
use them – then I know that there is a field of buried talents all across this
congregation; for a Reader, a Church Warden and many others from that list
and roles not on that list. It is surely inconceivable that a Church which carries
the name St Hilda doesn’t have a congregation of gifted people. And don’t think
that the only gift you have the one you are already using, there is always
abundance with God.
And if you are unsure about what your gift is, then do ask others who you trust;
or tell someone what you think their gift is. No room for modesty here. One
way of identifying gifts is through gratitude. What do you get thanked for, or
what do you thank others for doing? Gifts are often in plain sight but we don’t
recognise them unless we take the time to look. Using our gifts is both the
privilege and responsibility of all Christians.
Our month of stewardship is almost at an end. The future shape of this Church
depends somewhat on our response. So as we rebuild together, let us be
inspired by our ancestors in the faith and by our patron Saint; but also mindful
of the challenge and warning from Jesus. Amen
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Cameo’s Special Visitors.
I have been helping at Cameo for some months now and as part of the
programme of activities I asked my daughter, Rachel, if she would come and give
a talk to the members about her horses.
She has three, Hawk a 37 year old, 16hh Welsh trotter and two miniature
Shetland ponies, 12 year old Gwendon Echo Warrior (known as Eeeks) and 7
year old Shelby.
Rachel said that not only would she give a talk but she would bring the boys to
meet everyone! As Rachel works at a school the date decided was during halfterm so on Monday 21st February Eeeks and Shelby came to Cameo.
They went to every table for fuss, carrots and polo mints and were very well
behaved especially Shelby as it was. Rachel talked about their histories and life
stories, then she harnessed Eeeks up in long reins to show how he had been
taught to pull a cart and logs. She also brought other pieces of tack with her
including Eeeks’ purple sparkly boots as his feet are too small for regular
horseshoes.
While the members were having lunch ‘the boys’ went outside to munch on the
field (you may have seen the photos on Facebook), then they came back in to say
goodbye before being taken back home.
This was a first for Cameo for although they have had speakers in the past it’s the
first time two ponies have joined the members!
If you would like to come and join us we would be very happy to see you. You
can either come for the full morning or just come for a coffee and chat.
For more information contact Ann on 07942 358094
email cameo.warley@outlook.com
Liz Farrier
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In the footsteps of Jesus-Pilgrimage to the Holy Land-May 1998
I had wanted for many years to take part in a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
On May 25th, I travelled with fellow-pilgrims down to Heathrow Airport . As we
were flying with EL Al Israel Airlines, we were subject to tight security checks
before boarding. We were interviewed individually. I answered to the question ,
‘Who is your group leader? ’ ‘Canon Michael.’ I had to quickly explain that a
‘Canon’ was a member of the clergy in the Church of England, and not a large
heavy gun!
After travelling by coach from Tel Aviv Airport to Jerusalem, we settled in
at the Notre Dame Centre which is close to the Old City. Previously, Pope John
Paul 11 had stayed there on his pastoral visit to the Holy Land. The penthouse
suite of the hotel had been converted into his private chapel which pilgrims were
now able to use for private prayers.
The next day, we started our pilgrimage on the Mount of Olives where we
viewed the Old City across the Kidron Valley. After visiting the Dome of the
Ascension and the Dominus Flevit Chapel, we walked down to the Church of All
Nations in the Garden of Gethsemane. This was the route taken by Jesus on his
triumphal entry into Jerusalem with his followers on Palm Sunday. We entered
the Old City through Herod’s Gate, and followed the Via Dolorosa. This was the
path Jesus would have taken on the way to his crucifixion.
The following day, we visited the Western Wall (the holiest place for Jews)
and the Temple Mount area, including the El Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the
Rock, the third Holy Place of Islam. (With strict security, only Muslims are now
allowed entry). In the afternoon we visited the Yad Vashem Memorial to the
Holocaust which was a very moving experience, especially the separate memorial
to the one and a half million children who perished in the holocaust.
The following day, we drove to the Shepherds' Fields in Bethlehem where
we celebrate Communion. In Bethlehem, we visited the Church of the Nativity.
After lunch we visited the Rawdat el Zuhur School (meaning 'Garden of Flowers7)
for girls and boys which is supported by the Bible Lands Society. Returning to
Jerusalem, we visited the Church of St Peter in Gaillicantu (the High Priest's
house), the Upper Room and the Tomb of King David.
On the Friday, we drove south into the Judean wilderness and on to the
Dead Sea, (the lowest point on earth) stopping off at Oumram where the Dead
Sea Scrolls were discovered. The key visit of the day was to Herod's desert
fortress at Masada, which we ascended by cable car. Some of us experienced
the odd sensation of floating in the therapeutic waters of the Dead Sea.
On the way back to Jerusalem we called at Bethany to visit the Church and
Jeel al Amal Boys Home.
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Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath. Some of us walked around the Jewish
quarter of Jerusalem and visited the Cardo (This street was the main
thoroughfare of Byzantine Jerusalem and served both residents and pilgrims) and
the Hurva Synagogue.
Pentecost Sunday. Those of us who were early risers (5am!) visited the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre to witness the variety of Orthodox liturgies. Later
we joined the Arab congregation at St George's Cathedral for Communion. After
lunch, we transferred from Jerusalem to Tiberias. The first part of the journey
was through the Wadi Qelt, a breathtaking gorge, with spectacular views of St
George's desert monastery and then on to the biblical city of Jericho and north
through the Jordan Valley.
Next day, we visited the sites associated with Jesus' life around the Sea of
Galilee. We drove to the ruins of Capernaum - the 'town of Jesus' -then on to
Mensa Christi (where Jesus appeared to his disciples after his resurrection) and
the Church of the Multiplication at Tabgha. We paused there for Communion by
the lakeside. The final visit of the day was to the Church of the Beatitudes.
Tuesday. Nazareth and Mount Tabor.
In the morning we ascended Mount Tabor to visit the Church of the
Transfiguration; driving on through the Jezreel Valley to Nazareth, where we
visited the Basilica of the Annunciation. Lunch was at St Margaret's Hospice,
where we met Bishop Riah Abu El-Assal (the then Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem)
and celebrated Communion. Our final stop was at Cana-in-Galilee en route back
to Tiberias.
Wednesday. Upper Galilee.
We explored Upper Galilee starting in the holy rabbinical centre of Zefet
(Safed) and then continuing to Banyas, site of Caesarea Philippi and one of the
sources of the River Jordan, where we renewed our baptismal vows. After a
picnic lunch, we viewed Mount Hermon and then drive south over the Golan
Heights to the Sea of Galilee. From there we sailed across the lake to Tiberias.
Thursday. The Mediterranean Coast.
We left Tiberias and drive west to the Crusader city of Acre where we
visited the crypt of St John and the suq. We drove through Haifa, onto Mount
Carmel and visit Stella Maris. Travelling south along the Mediterranean coastal
plain we came to the Roman port capital of Caesarea Martima with its famous
amphitheatre and aqueduct. The final night was spent at the Metropolitan Hotel
in Tel Aviv, where we celebrated Communion in the Hotel.
I have returned to the Holy Land twice since. In 2012, taking part in a
sponsored walk around the walls of the Old City of Jerusalem, and in 2019 as
part of a choir pilgrimage called ’A Song for Peace’

Peter Stokes
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April Wind
The wind was cold one April morning,
And the sun was hid in heaven.
They took a man one April morning,
And while he said goodbye,
Blew the wind in April.
They took a man one April morning,
And the sun was hid in heaven,
They drove the nails into his fingers,
And while he said goodbye,
Blew the wind in April.
They murdered love one April morning,
And the sun was hid in heaven,
The sky grew black, the rain came falling,
And while he said goodbye, Blew the wind in April.
They laid his body in a garden,
And the sun was hid in heaven,
They went away till Sunday morning,
And while they said goodbye,
Blew the wind in April.
The sun shone high on Sunday morning,
Yes, the sun shone high in heaven,
He said goodbye, goodbye to sleeping,
And while he said goodbye,
Blew the wind in April.
And there he stood one April morning,
And the sun shone high in heaven,
He stood and smiled one April morning,
And when he smiled again,
Blew the wind in April.
Damian Lundy
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A Prayer for Ukraine
John Rutter, the composer, has written a new choral work in response to the
invasion of Ukraine, which was first performed in a parish church in south London.
St Mary Magdalene, Wandsworth Common, played host to the premiere of ‘A
Prayer for Ukraine’ recently, with funds raised going to the Disasters Emergency
Committee’s Ukraine appeal.
He explained: “How can a composer respond to a global tragedy? "I suppose
by writing music: like everybody I have been shocked and dismayed by the events
of recent days. “The first thing I wanted to do was write music that would respond
in my own way. “I went to a late-night service in my old college chapel where
they sang a setting of a lovely Ukrainian prayer so having encountered the
Ukrainian text, on Thursday I wrote my own music. “I hope the meaning of the
text will resonate in people’s hearts.”
The words of the piece, which are originally in Ukrainian, translate into English as:
“Good Lord protect the Ukraine. Give her strength, courage, faith, and hope.
Amen.”
He added: “I hope it speaks in terms which reach out to the Ukrainian people in
their hour of need.” The piece was performed by a group of 300 singers at a
Singing Day event in South London. The singers raised £2,600 for the Disasters
Emergency Committee’s Ukraine appeal. The Vicar of St Mary's, the Revd Philippa
Boardman, said: “We all feel helpless in the face of the terrible suffering of the
people of Ukraine. But we can all offer our prayers”.
“We thank John Rutter for the profound privilege of choosing 300 ordinary people
like us, gathered in south London for a 'Singing Day', to sing his 'out-of-theordinary' anthem for the extraordinary people of Ukraine. (It is available to be
watched on You Tube)
“May it, in some small way, inspire others to pray, and to remember Ukraine at
this devastating time.” The church’s music director, Barry Holden, added: “We sing
John Rutter’s carols and anthems year in year out, but this new work is strikingly
different – a mosaic of sound reminiscent of the orthodox tradition.”
He added: “I hope we’ve done it justice and that churches, cathedrals and
musicians around the world also embrace his new work.”
(Like the choir of St Mary Magdalene, our choir sing many of John Rutter’s
anthems and carols)
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EASTER DAWN
Malcolm Guite in his poetry collection Sounding the Seasons has a series
of 'Stations of the Cross' sonnets. The 15th station is entitled 'Easter Dawn'.
Here it is:

He blesses every love that weeps and grieves
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept
And would not be consoled, or leave her love's
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air.
she turns, but cannot focus through her tears,
Or recognize the Gardener standing there.
she hardly hears his gentle question, 'Why,
Why are you weeping?' or sees the play of light
That brightens as she chokes out her reply,
'They took my love away, my day is night.'
And then she hears her name, she hears Love say
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day.
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Can it be Easter Already?
Can it be Easter already?
Can that be really so?
The carols and the Christmas tree
Don’t seem that long ago!
Can it be Easter already?
Do April showers splash?
The weeks gone by since Christmas day
Have gone in just a flash!
Can it be Easter already?
The time of Lent has passed
The forty days and forty nights
Went by so very fast.
If it is Easter already,
That time has sped away.
Perhaps it’s time to ponder, pause
And savour every day!
Nigel Beeton

Easter faith in atheist Russia
Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great anti-God rally
was arranged in Kiev. The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow,
and for an hour he demolished the Christian faith with argument, abuse and
ridicule. At the end there was silence.
Then a man rose and asked to speak. He was a priest of the Russian
Orthodox Church. He went and stood next to Bukharin. Facing the people, he
raised his arms and spoke just three triumphant words: ‘Christ is risen!’
At once the entire assembly rose to their feet and gave the joyful
response, ‘He is risen indeed!’ It was a devastating moment for an atheist
politician, who had no answer to give to this ancient Easter liturgy.
He had not realised he was simply too late: how can you convince
people that God does not exist when they have already encountered Him?
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April Fools Day
Many years ago, in the late 60’s I was lucky enough to spend time, over
the Easter period, with my French pen-friend and her family in Paris. Whilst
I was there, I discovered the tradition of ‘Poisson d’Avril (April Fish).
Instead of trying to trick people as we do in the UK, children in France
make brightly coloured paper fish which they then stick on the backs of
unsuspecting adults and then run away shouting ‘Poisson d’Avril’!
A long time ago the New Year used to start on April 1st but in the January
of 1563 King Charles IX wanted to change the date of the New Year to the
1st of January: this was ratified eventually, in 1567. Legend has it that not
everyone was happy with the legal enforcement of this and they continued
to celebrate the New Year in their own way in April. Those who embraced
the change mocked the reluctant ones by playing tricks on them and
giving them false presents.
At that time, the end of Lent coincided with April 1st and throughout the
Lenten period people were forbidden to eat meat: they could, however,
eat fish which was often used as a gift to celebrate the end of Lent and
the beginning of the New Year. Hence, the origin of Poissons d’Avril, which
were stuck on the backs of the fools who would not accept the changing
times!
For me though, the best thing about the tradition were the delicious fish
shaped pastries filled with frangipane that we could buy in the patisseries.
The French do love their frangipane pastries; they have a similar one for
the start of Epiphany called Gallette des Rois which is surrounded by a
gold paper crown and often has two ceramic figures hidden in the filling.
The tradition goes that whoever finds the figures become King and Queen
for the day, and everybody must obey their every whim.
Bob Peters
It was Palm Sunday, but five-year-old Jamie stayed at home with mum
because of a bad cold. When his father and sisters returned, they were carrying
several palm fronds . His sister explained: “People held them over Jesus’ head as
He walked by.”
“That’s not fair!” Jamie protested.
“The one Sunday I don’t go, and He shows up!”
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The Resurrection
I was the one who waited in the garden
Doubting the morning and the early light.
I watched the mist lift off its own soft burden,
Permitting not believing my own sight.
If there were sudden noises I dismissed
Them as a trick of sound, a sleight of hand.
Not by a natural joy could I be blessed
Or trust a thing I could not understand.
Maybe I was a shadow thrown by one
Who, weeping, came to lift away the stone.
Or was I but the path on which the sun,
Too heavy for itself, was loosed and thrown?
I heard the voices and the recognition
And love like kisses heard behind thin walls.
Were they my tears which fell, a real contrition?
Or simply April with its waterfalls?
It was by negatives I learned my place.
The garden went on growing and I sensed
A sudden breeze that blew across my face.
Despair returned, but now it danced, it danced.

Easter poem

Tell me:
What came first
Easter or the egg?
Crucifixion or daffodils?
Three days in a tomb or four days
in Paris? (returning
Bank Holiday Monday).
When is a door
not a door?
When it is rolled away.
When is a body
not a body?
When it is risen.
17

Elizabeth Jennings

Holy Days in April

21 April: Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury
Anselm was born in Aosta, northern Italy, in 1033. As a young man, he left
home and travelled north, visiting many monasteries and other centres of
learning. One such visit was to the abbey of Bec, where he met Lanfranc who
advised him to embrace monastic life. Anselm had a powerful and original mind
and, during his 34 years at Bec (as monk, prior and finally abbot), he taught
many others and wrote theological, philosophical and devotional works. When
Lanfranc died Anselm was made Archbishop of Canterbury and had to
subordinate his scholarly work to the needs of the diocese and nation. Twice he
endured exile for championing the rights of the Church against the authority of
the king; but despite his stubbornness, intellectual rigour, and personal
austerity he was admired by the Norman nobility as well as loved by his monks.
He died in 1109.
23 April: George, Patron Saint of England
St George was probably a soldier living in Palestine at the beginning of the
fourth century. He was martyred at Lydda in about the year 304, the beginning
of the Diocletian persecution, and became known throughout the East as 'The
Great Martyr'. There were churches in England dedicated to St George before
the Norman conquest. The story of his slaying the dragon is probably due to his
being mistaken in iconography for St Michael, himself usually depicted wearing
armour; or it may again be a mistaken identity representing Perseus's slaying of
the sea monster, a myth also associated with the area of Lydda. George
replaced Edward the Confessor as Patron Saint of England following the
Crusades, when returning soldiers brought back with them a renewed cult of St
George. Edward III made St George patron of the Order of the Garter, which
seems finally to have confirmed his position.
25 April: St. Mark the Evangelist
John Mark was a Jew and, according to Paul's letter to the Colossians, was
cousin to Barnabas. He accompanied Barnabas and Paul on their first missionary
journey. Afterwards, he went to Cyprus with Barnabas and to Rome with first
Paul and then Peter. Mark's gospel is generally regarded as the earliest and was
most likely written whilst he was in Rome. It was probably based as much on
Peter's preaching of the good news as on Mark's own memory. Mark's gospel
has a sharpness and an immediacy about it and he does not spare the apostles
in noting their weaknesses and lack of understanding that Jesus the Christ
would suffer for the world's redemption. Sharing in the glory of the resurrection
means sharing in the giving of self, both in body and spirit, even to death;
sharing the gospel was, for all, in essence both excessively generous and
ultimately sacrificial.
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29 April: St. Catherine of Siena
Catherine Benincasa was born in 1347, the second youngest of twenty-five
children. Pious from her earliest years, she overcame family opposition to her
vocation and became a Dominican tertiary at the age of eighteen. Nourished by
a life of contemplative prayer and mystical experience, she devoted herself to
active care for the poor and sick. She became increasingly sought out as an
adviser on political as well as religious matters and, in 1376, she journeyed to
Avignon as an ambassador to the pope and influenced his decision to return to
Rome. She wrote a Dialogue on the spiritual life as well as numerous letters of
counsel and direction, which stressed her devotion to the Precious Blood of
Jesus. She suffered a stroke on 21 April and died eight days later, on this day in
the year 1380.

Indifference
When Jesus came to Golgotha they hanged Him in a tree.
They drove great nails through hands and feet, and made a Calvary:
They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His wounds and deep,
For those were crude and cruel days, and human flesh was cheap.
When Jesus came to Birmingham they simply passed Him by,
They never hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die;
For men had grown more tender, and they would not give Him pain:
They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the rain.
Still Jesus cried, ‘Forgive them, for they know not what they do!’
And still it rained the wintry rain that drenched Him through and through.
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to see,
And Jesus crouched against a wall and cried for Calvary.
G.A.Studdert Kennedy
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Thought for the Month
It was in the slums that the Anglican theologian Charles Raven was to discover
what the Church was all about: “In love and glad serving, in doing good and
bearing one another’s burdens, in becoming as a little child, in walking humbly
with God. . . Becoming more and more of a contemplative, encountering God in
the most surprising of places, he saw in the ordinary the extraordinary and not
just what people were but also what they could become”
Peter Townley

Do not worry, even if we can’t pay our electricity bill,
the Parish Magazine will still be printed.
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MAY PARISH NEWS
Articles for next month’s Magazine to be with
the Editor by Sunday, April 17th please.
wendydyke72@gmail.com

April 17th

April
April
April
April

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

Easter Lilies
3rd
10th
17th
24th

April 24th

No fresh Flowers

TEA AND COFFEE ROTA
Sue and Rob
Pat and Janet
Dianne
Marian

Thanks to Dave Walker
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COMPUTER\LAPTOP REPAIR SERVICE
Experienced Computer Technician & IT Tutor
Over 35 years’ experience in the IT Industry
Computer Repairs\Laptop Repairs
Data Recovery\Data Transfer
Computer Upgrades\Services
Slow Computers\Laptops
Setup of New Computers and Laptops
Virus / Spyware Removal
Internet, Networking and Wireless Networking setup / troubleshooting
Virus Removal No power, No Sound, Email problems
Hard Drive Failures
Software Installs & Fixes
Printer Problems
Website Design
Contact:
Marilyn Taylor
Tel:
0121 423 3248
Mobile:
07814 086802
Email:
marilyntaylor455@hotmail.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS SPACE
PLEASE CONTACT
WENDY DYKE
wendydyke72@gmail.com
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ORGANISATIONS
Monday
Brownies in the Church Hall
Guides in the Church Hall
Tuesday
Little Fish with St. Hilda’s

10-00-11.30am

Wednesday
Rainbows in the Church Hall
Beavers Age 6 – 8 years. Boys and girls
Zumba

2-3pm

Thursday
Scouts in the Scout Hut 10 –14 years
Rainbows in the Church Hall
Brownies in the Church Hall
Cubs in the Scout Hut 8-10 years
Guide Group Leader: Pat Crofts
Group Scout Leader: Diane Walker

(boys and girls)
(boys and girls)
0121 544 3275
0121 429 5260

If you would like more information about any of the above
Organisations, Email : administrator@sainthildawarleywoods.co.uk
Please be aware that we are not currently able to offer any of our usual
weekly meetings as outlined above.
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ST.HILDA’S CHURCH ABBEY ROAD, SMETHWICK B67 5NQ
VICAR: Revd Jenni Crewes

Tele: 0121 429 1384
Mobile: 07377363915
Email: vicar@sainthildawarleywoods.co.uk

CHURCHWARDEN:
Mrs. Sue Round

Tel: 572 9752

DEPUTY CHURCHWARDEN
Mrs. Pat Allen

Email: pea_allen@hotmail.com

READER:
Mrs. Fran Ellis

Tel: 429 6267

READER AND PASTORAL MINISTER (Mon/Tues and Wed )
Mr. Richard Haynes
Email: richard.lpm@outlook.com
Mobile: 07972 530 161
ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER: Vacant
CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARY:
Mr. Andrew M.
Email: secretary@sainthildawarleywoods.co.uk
CHURCH COUNCIL TREASURER:
Mr. Terry Daniels

Tel: 558 9100
Email: treasurer@sainthildawarleywoods.co.uk

MAGAZINE TREASURER: Mr. Alan Gibbens

Tel: 550 4027

MAGAZINE EDITOR:
Mrs. Wendy Dyke

Tel: 552 1003

Email: wendydyke72@gmail.com

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS:
WEBSITE ENQUIRIES:

www.sainthildawarleywoods.co.uk
peterstokes@talk21.com

We are a Registered Charity and our Number is: 1181258
Please quote this number on all church correspondence.
SAFEGUARDING CONTACT 07946 147 703
or Email: safeguarding@sainthildawarleywoods.co.uk
The Vicar, Readers and Wardens are always pleased to receive the names of the
sick and housebound who wish to be remembered in our prayers.

